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Message of thanks from
Shaun and Family

Shaun graduates from P.L.K. Yu Lee Mo Fan
Memorial School with a precious smile but will
certainly miss the days of going to school. His
family joins in expressing heartfelt appreciation
to the two principals (previous and present),
teachers, therapists, assistants, social workers,
nurse, drivers, bus aunts, cleaners, cooks, other
staff and volunteers who have worked to help
him over the decade. The patience and care
taken to help a boy with difficult autism has
been a great relief to his family as we observe
him building up learning abilities over the years
that include a growing vocabulary and age
appropriate comprehension of what other people
communicate. While still fond of self-stimulation
as a way to cope with the stresses of what he perceives to be a challenging
world, Shaun has learned many new skills from school including how to
participate in class, interact with other students, behave during assembly
and even enjoy sports such as rowing on the school rowing machine or kicking
a football. We are also glad to see that he is quickly building an interest
in basketball and can naturally bounce the ball in an appropriate way as well
as succeed in throwing the ball into the basket. He scores with those who
helped him! Most importantly, Shaun has seemed to enjoy his time at school
learning and building these skills. That speaks volumes of the effort, good
heart and experience that his teachers employ to coach him. Despite
sometimes displaying "naughty" autistic behaviour, he has better learned
to comply with school discipline and such positive routines shall hopefully
help him to build a better foundation as he goes out to face a world that
is much less tolerant. What people outside school may see as “naughty”, the
school often notes such behaviour as either expressing mood or could be
slowly modified to be more appropriate. And out-of-school activities such
as visits to parks, day camps, supermarkets, outlets and restaurants have
been valuable experiences that the school regularly takes great effort to
organise so that Shaun and his schoolmates be more aware of their surrounding

2013-11-21 ERrEsHeE
environment and hopefully cope better. Much work and attention to detail
must be led by the principal and supported by cooperative feamwork of all
staff involved. Paving the way forward, school social workers have also been
very helpful to arrange parent visits to day care centres located around
Hong Kong island and after getting their good advice, Shaun is on the waiting
list for a new centre. We hope that he can settle down and be happy there

as he makes the transition from school life.
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It is therefore not easy for Shaun and his
family to say goodbye to everyone at school but
every path must lead to another. We would like
to wish all at school and sponsors many more
decades of success and blessings. May heaven
be kind to all at school and touch the hearts of
those who work every day with special needs.
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